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the member. In a system for detecting the state of
deterioration of a member mounted in a vehicle
or the like, it is necessary to detect the voltage
level of the member by performing measurement
in the operating state thereof. To do this, a circuit
for detecting the voltage of a battery has been
employed as a circuit for detecting the
deterioration of the battery. A battery voltage
level detector of the type as described above is
disclosed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.
62-236549, for example. This conventional
battery voltage level detector detects the voltage
of a battery connected to an electric power
steering apparatus mounted in a vehicle. The
detection of the battery voltage level is performed
as follows. First, a first input terminal connected
to the battery is set at a fixed potential
determined to keep the temperature rise due to
the input of current therethrough to an acceptable
level. Then, the first input terminal is connected
to a current source, and a current is made to flow
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through the current source in accordance with the
magnitude of the potential at the first input
terminal. The current flowing through the current
source is detected by a voltage detecting circuit,
and the detected current value is compared with a
predetermined reference current value. The
battery is determined to be deteriorated when the
detected current
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