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How to remove an element from the DOM with no leftovers in IE8 I have

come to the stage where I am abusing document.createElement to add a div
to the body, which leaves it there. I would like the behavior to be the same
as having a div with style="display:none;" but it seems to be IE8 specific.

Here is what I have tried:
document.body.appendChild(document.createElement('div', 'class' +

'hide')); document.body.appendChild(document.createElement('div'));
document.body.removeChild(document.body.firstChild); But none seem to
work. Does anyone know a method which will remove the element without

generating any unwanted leftovers? A: DOM methods on element nodes
have to have fully qualified names in IE.

document.body.removeChild(document.body.firstChild); You have to
remove the element by name (rather than by index). Why? Because IE

doesn't tolerate the fact that none of its node names are stable. The node
names used by the browser change completely. So using just

document.body.firstChild, you can't be sure what your node will become in
the next version of IE, even if it is still the same node. Which is bad. The
way to remove a node like this is to remove it by name. Each node has a
name of the form . For example: document.body.firstChild has the name
HTMLBodyElement.FirstChild document.body.firstChild.name has the

name HTMLBodyElement So the code to remove it is:
document.body.firstChild.name = undefined; BTW, you don't have to write

the entire tag name. The name will be the same if you only write the tag
name: document.body.firstChild.name = undefined; // Works But if you

write a list of tags after the node name: document. 3da54e8ca3
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