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34. Computers — A computer 1s a machine that can be used
for information processing. The computer 1s a generic term
that describes a set of devices which carry out specific tasks,
such as word processing, computing, or playing games, by the
end of the 20th century, the computer had become an
important tool in the business world, and i1t continued to grow
in usage among households and within the academic.
Computers quickly became widely used 1n all kinds of
technological applications, the development of the computer
led to the development of the Internet, which has become an
important communication tool for businesses and individuals
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alike. In the 21st century, computers have become widely
used for a number of reasons. Computers, both wired and
wireless, use the memory, a processor, computer peripherals,
communication mediums, Operating systems, programming
languages, and different file-types in a computer system and
networks are used to access, store, organize, process, and
transmit information, typically for real time control of devices
or for data storage. A computer can be an isolated system or
part of a network that is linked to other systems or networks.
There are many different models of computers that are based
on different technologies. The term computer 1s a shortened
form of the word calculating machine. Its origin dates back to
the 19th century, the word derives from abacus and the
French word calculator, Latin word computare, which comes
from com- and parere, to count. The first step in the history
of computers was the creation of the first programmable
mechanical computing device by British engineer Charles
Babbage in the 1810s. The realization of this plan was delayed
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by numerous factors, mechanical computers have a long
history of development. Many were used as early as the
1940s, when electromechanical time-sharing systems were
used, by the mid-1950s, the stored program concept was
effectively applied to electronic digital computing. Digital
computers made significant impact as they became prevalent
in the 1980s, and continue to be a dominant presence. In
contrast, the development of computers made little progress
before the World War II. The connections between the
civilian technologies in the 1930s were limited, such research
led to military purposes for computing technology such as
computing and ballistic prediction, but also later to be used in
the World Wars use of early computers. In the early 1970s,
personal computers using microprocessors would evolve 1nto
modern personal computers and from them, the present-day
concept of a computer began to take shape with the
development of minicom
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